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were tlie friends of the Resident, and connected with the
great and just British nation. Hopes were perhaps indulged
that they might he willing to render aid to their converts in
times of distress and oppression, or advice in circumstances
of difficulty. Moreover, the temporal blessings which
Christianity everywhere of necessity confers, in the spread
of education and enlightenment, liberty, civilization, and
social improvement, were exemplified to all in the case of the
converts already made. The kindness of the missionaries,
too, attracted multitudes who were accustomed to little but
contempt and violence from the higher classes, and who
could not but feel that the Christian teachers were their best
and real friends. What were these to do with those who
thus flocked to the profession of Christianity? Eeceive
them to baptism and membership with the Christian Church,
or recognise them as true believers, they could not and did
not; but gladly did they welcome them as hearers and
learners of God's word. The missionaries rejoiced to think
that the influence for good which they were permitted to
exert, and the prestige attached to the British nation in
India, were providentially given them to be used for the
highest and holiest purposes. They did not hesitate, there-
fore, to receive to Christian instruction even those who came
from mixed motives, unless they were evidently hypocrites
or impostors. And from time to time, as these nominal
Christians, or catechumens, appeared to come under the
influence of the power of godliness, and as the instructions
afforded them appeared to issue in their true conversion and
renewed character, such were, after due examination and
probation, received into full communion with the Christian
Church. Their children, too, came under instruction at the
same time in the mission schools, and became the Christian
professors and teachers of the next generation.

During the two years immediately following their arrival,